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Never in the history of Allahabad had a funeral
of such impressive and gigantic proportions been
witnessed. Nearly a hundred thousand men, women
and children had gathered together on the banks
of the Ganges at the 'Sangam' for the last rites. As
far as the eye could see one saw a sea of heads all
waiting bare-headed and in silence. Hundreds of
peasants had come from adjoining villages to follow
the funeral procession.

After the last ceremonies were over, Gandhiji
and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya addressed the
vast gathering. As Bapu rose to speak a murmur
went up from thousands of throats like a groan but
subsided into a pin drop silence. He said "Let every
man and woman vow here before the last remains
of our great hero on the banks of the Jumna and
Ganges, that he or she will not rest till the freedom
of India is achieved, because this was the cause
dear to the heart of Motilalji. It was this for which
he gave his life/' Gandhiji spoke at some length
in very moving terms and tears flowed freely every-
where.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya appealed to the
people to bury their differences and to see that the
sacrifices of their leader inspired the people to unite
and win freedom for India.

For two days the whole nation went into mourn-
ing. Voluntary hartals were held in every town
and village, schools and colleges were closed and all
business was at a standstill. Messages of sympathy
poured in, in their hundreds from all over the
world.

In a message that Gandhiji gave after father's
death he said, "My position is worse than a widow's.
A widow by a faithful life can appropriate the me-
rits of her husband. I can appropriate nothing.
What I have lost through Motilaljfs death is a loss
for ever."